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Dear Colleague

As you will be aware there is increasing pressure on Chief Executives to ensure that their
organisations are doing everything possible to reduce the risks of Healthcare Associated
Infections (HCAI). The risks associated with intravascular devices are one area of infection
prevention practice that causes particular concern. It is recognised that 6.2% of HCAI are
bloodstream infections, and these infections are associated with the greatest mortality. 
It is estimated that there are 5,800 cases of catheter related bloodstream infections in 
the UK every year. 

We are pleased to introduce to you the PIVA (Preventing Infections in Vascular Access) Toolkit.
The Infection Control Nurses Association in collaboration with 3M Health Care has produced 
this kit to assist firstly, Infection Prevention and Control Specialists along with other Healthcare
Professionals who provide intravascular care, and secondly healthcare educationists who
facilitate learning. The toolkit will enable staff to have a better understanding about their
individual responsibilities, the parameters of best practice and how to measure outcome 
of intravascular care. Thus contributing to the reduction of HCAI. 

Health Care Workers must receive education and training in the appropriate processes and
procedures relating to intravascular intervention. The toolkit will facilitate this. 

We wish to draw your attention to this new initiative in the fight against HCAI, and are sure that
you would wish to pass the contents on to your Director of Infection Prevention and Control.

Yours sincerely

PIVA Working Group
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www.icna.co.uk
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