
Preventing Infections in Vascular Access
PIVA

Top 10 Tips for Practitioners
1. DO decontaminate hands
2. DO use appropriate Personal Protection Equipment
3. DO use aseptic technique
4. DO undertake and document a daily review
5. DO observe patient, site and dressing
6. DO document observations and interventions
7. DO NOT handle the line or port without good cause
8. DO NOT do anything you are not trained to do
9. DO NOT deviate from the policy unless there is a risk assessment
10. DO NOT condone bad practice



V.I.P. Score (Visual Infusion Phlebitis Score)
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One of the following is evident:
• Slight pain near I.V. site or slight redness near I.V. site

Two of the following is evident:
• Pain near I.V. site • Erythema • Swelling

All of the following are evident:
• Pain along path of cannula • Erythema • Induration

All of the following are evident and extensive:
• Pain along path of cannula • Erythema • Induration   
• Palpable venous cord

All of the following are evident and extensive:
• Pain along path of cannula • Erythema • Induration   
• Palpable venous cord • Pyrexia

No signs of phlebitis
OBSERVE CANNULA

Possible first signs of phlebitis
OBSERVE CANNULA

Early stage of phlebitis
RESITE CANNULA

Medium stage of phlebitis
RESITE CANNULA CONSIDER TREATMENT

Advanced stage of phlebitis or start of thrombophlebitis
RESITE CANNULA CONSIDER TREATMENT

Advanced stage of thrombophlebitis
I INITIATE TREATMENT RESITE CANNULA
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